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2011 was a difficult year in Annapolis. Governor O’Malley and the Democratic leadership put pressure on legislators to pass enabling legislation for the health insurance exchange to be set up under the Affordable Care Act.  Legislators worried if supporting the Maryland Health Security Act would be seen as disloyalty to the Governor and President Obama.  Also, many new legislators needed to learn more about single-payer.  In spite of the addition four new, progressive senators (Montgomery, Manno. Ramirez and Benson) to the Maryland senate, none made it to the crucial Senate Finance Committee which remained a big disappointment this year.

On the positive side, we had our first rally day for the Health Security Act on a cold day in February.  About 40 people turned out and several groups went around lobby senators and delegates wearing our sporty new PIISD (Private Insurance Induced Stress Disorder) t-shirts (thanks to Dr. Paris).  We also had a strong group of citizen lobbyists again this year, they spent many hours in Annapolis talking to legislators and members of the executive branch (thanks especially to Ray, Ken, Debbie, Carol, Margaret, Jeff, Harvey and to all who turned out for lobby day). 

What I learned this year is that we need more grass roots support if we are going to move the Maryland legislature to pass the Health Security Act. 

House of Delegates and the Maryland Health Security Act HB 1035

31 Co-Sponsors:  Jill Carter (lead sponsor), Galen Clagett, Shirley Nathan-Pullman*, Liz Bobo, Guy Guzzone, Frank Turner, Anne Kaiser, Eric Luedtke, Susan Lee, Kumar Barve,  Alfredo Carr Jr., Ana Sol Guttierrez, Shelia Hixson, Tom Hucker, Barbara Frush, Joseline Pena-Melnyk*, Justin Ross,  James Hubbard*, Carolyn Howard, Veronica Turner, Charles Barkley, Shane Robinson, Frank Conaway Jr., Barbara Robinson, Nathaniel Oaks*, Sandy Rosenberg, Curt Anderson, Mary Washington, Keith Haynes, Melvin Stukes, Doyle Niemann   

*blue highlight are members of Health & Government Operations (HGO)

Health & Government Operations Committee: (23 Members) - Peter Hammen (Chair), Shane Pendergrass (Vice Chair), Bromwell, Costa, Cullison, Donoghue, Elliot, Frank, Hubbard, Kach, Kelly, Krebs, McDonough, Morhaim, Murphy, Nathan-Pullman, Oaks, Pena-Melnyk, Ready, Reznik, Tarrant, V. Turner

Dem/Rep:: 16/7.  Need 11 votes. Republicans are in red.  Underline - Supporter/Co-sponsor.  Hearings held, no vote taken.
Notes on HGO:  Strong Supporters Dan Morhaim, Joseline Pena-Melnyk. 

Potential Votes - Cullison, A. Kelly, Reznik,  Hammen, Pendergrass, Murphy

Unexpected No Votes in HGO in 2010: J. Hubbard, Pendergrass, Reznik, V. Turner

State Senate and the Maryland Health Security Act SB388
11 Co-Sponsors: Paul Pinsky (lead sponsor), Karen Montgomery, Jennie Forehand, Richard Madeleno, Roger Manno, Jaime Raskin, Jim Rosapepe,  Joanne Benson, Lisa Gladden, Verna Jones-Rodwell, Nathaniel McFadden

Supporters - Victor Ramirez, Brian Frosh, 

Finance Committee (11 Members) - Thomas Mac Middleton (Chair), John Astle (Vice Chair), Rob Garagiola, Barry Glassman, Delores Kelly, Allan Kittleman, Katherine Klausmeier, James Mathias Jr., C. Anthony Muse, E.J. Pipkin, Catherine Pugh

Dem/Rep :: 8/3.  Republicans in Red.  Hearings held. Committee Vote was 11 to 0 against. 

Notes on Finance:  No co-sponsors in 2011.  Pugh and Kelley cosponsors in 2010 though Kelley voted no.  Meeting with Mac Middleton this year very discouraging. 

Please note we keep detailed data bases on lobby efforts in the Senate and House of Delegates as google documents.  If you want on-line access, please let us know.

Eric Naumburg, M.D. - Co-ordinator Maryland Health Security Act.  

Contact Info: enaumburg@hotmail.com; Tel: 443-562-6562 

Websites:  www.mdsinglepayer.org   and  www.md.pnhp.org
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